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staff members.
But as the race for mayor

gains momentum, the quest to
capture the Latino vote remains
fraught with challenges, start
ing with getting eligible voters
to the polls.

¿Oìste?, a Latino political
advocacy group in Boston, says
that less than half of the city’s
105,000 Latinos in 2012 were
eligible to vote and that only
about 21,000 of those are regis
tered. The group said that in
Boston elections in recent years
only about 10,000 have voted.

Latinos have much at stake
in the mayor’s race — they rep
resent the largest group in
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Boston public schools — but
many cannot vote because they
are not citizens, are here illegal
ly, or have other immigration
restrictions.

For example, some residents
born in countries such as Co
lombia and El Salvador have
asylum or temporary protected
status and are not allowed to
vote. And many Latino immi
grants, like Nijjar, are eligible
voters, but are undecided or
turned off by the process.

“Most people concentrate on
who are eligible to vote, and
that’s a reasonable consider
ation,” said Miren Uriarte, a
research associate at Mauricio
Gastón Institute for Latino
Community Development and

Public Policy who is writing a
book on Boston’s Latinos. “But
there is a very large mixture of
immigration status within the
Latino community that makes
it impossible for them to vote.”

Still, the candidates are
seeking as many Latino votes as
they can.

Consalvo’s effort includes an
off ice in East Boston and
Spanishspeaking organizers
going door to door in heavily
Latino areas of the city. John R.
Connolly rolled out his mayoral
campaign platform in seven
languages, including Spanish.

Suffolk District Attorney
Daniel F. Conley recently hired
Dominican native Fatima
Breton as political director, and
began what his campaign called
Latinos Con Dan, a group of
Hispanic supporters. Conley’s
strategy also includes an
aggressive television ads and
facetoface contact with pro
spective voters.

Breton acknowledges that
there are challenges aplenty in
attracting Latinos to the polls,
but stressed that their solid par
ticipation in recent elections,
including the special elections
for US Senate, offers hope.

In his historic bid, Arroyo, a
councilor whose parents were
born in Puerto Rico, has made
Latinos a key target along with
liberals, socalled super voters,
and labor.

He has launched ads on
Telemundo, opened a cam
pa ign off i ce in Maver ick
Square, and invited bigname
Latinos to raise funds for him,
including PulitzerPrize win
ning author Junot Diaz and
Grammynominated salsa sing
er Frankie Negrón, who hosted
a salsa and sangria night at
Mojitos Lounge last month.

“The historical nature of this
campaign is not lost on me; I
recognize it ,’ ’ Arroyo said
recently. “But it’s not why I am
running. I’m a running as a son
of the city, who loves the city,
who believes in the city, who
believes everyone deserves an
opportunity in every neighbor
hood.”

Many are also hopeful that

Latinos will be swayed by Ar
royo’s family political history —
including his father Felix D.
Arroyo, who served on the City
Council and the School Com
mittee. But the quiet mayoral
race has not yet galvanized any
one group around a candidate.

Alejandra St. Guillen —
executive director of ¿Oìste? —
said her group has launched a
massive voter registration and
mobilization drive in wards
packed with Latinos such as
Egleston Square and Forest
Hills. The group is running ads
on Telemundo and Univision
and has registered voters at
Puerto Rican, Dominican, and
Colombian festivals.

“We are reaching to infre
quent Latino voters who don’t
usually vote in municipal elec
tions to increase turnout and
convince them of the impor
tance of participating in local
elections,” said St. Guillen.

At the Puerto Rican festival
recently, a parade of mayoral
candidates danced down the
streets of the South End.

But Jose Aponta saved his
loudest cheer for Arroyo. “He’s
bilingual. He’s bicultural. And
he’s from here’’ in Villa Victoria,
said Aponta. “It’s time that we
are all represented in the
decisionmaking of this city.”

In East Boston, the former
home to a majority with Italian
heritage, 53 percent of the pop
ulation is now of Hispanic de
scent. Spanish drifts from bus
stops and front porches. The
streets are dotted with green
and gold Arroyo signs.

For Nijjar, there is pride in
seeing a better East Boston.
Crime is dwindling, the streets
are cleaner, and new people are
moving in. But as she scans the
list of mayoral candidates, she
still doesn’t know who she
wants to support.

“Right now, I can’t say,” she
said by phone. “It all depends
on who is really fighting for the
wellbeing of residents in
Boston.”

Meghan Irons can be reached at
mirons@globe.com. Follow her
on Twitter @meghanirons.
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PERCENTAGE OF HISPANIC OR LATINO RESIDENTS,
BY BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD

HISPANIC OR LATINO RESIDENTS AS VOTING BLOC
Of the appoximately 105,000 Hispanic or Latino residents in Boston…

17.5%
of Boston residents

are Hispanic or
Latino

About 42,000 are eligible to vote. Of those eligible voters…

About 21,000 are registered to vote. Of those registered to vote…

Roughly 10,000 or so actually vote.

Mayoral rivals courting Latino voters

BRING YOUR UNWANTED JEWELRY IN ANY CONDITION FOR CASH!

Jewelers
80 Winchester Street • Newton, MA 02461 • (617) 964-0007

See us on the web at: marquisjeweler.com
Hours: Mon. & Wed. 9:30am to 7:00pm, Tues. and Thur 9:30am to 6:00pm

Fri. 9:30am to 6:00pm, Sat. 9:30am to 5:00pm

MARQUIS

Homeowner Mortgage Assistance Event
Thursday, August 22, 2013

Morning workshops at 10 a.m., 11 a.m. and 12 p.m.

Evening workshops at 5 p.m., 6 p.m. and 7 p.m.

CONNECT/The Neighborhood Developers

4 Gerrish Avenue, Chelsea, MA 02150

ARE YOU STRUGGLING TO
MAKE YOUR MORTGAGE PAYMENTS?

Let one of our HUD approved housing experts help

prepare your application for mortgage assistance and

submit it directly to your mortgage company.

Call us today at 617 425 6687 to schedule an appointment

and visit www.mbhp.org for more information.


